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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, MPOL, GT, BH, UK 

SUBJECT: BELIZE DISPUTE 

REE: GUATEMALA 4263 

1 . YOU MAY INFORM PRESIDENT LAUGERUD OF FOLLOWING: ON 
MORNING JULY 8, WE GAVE BRITISH MINISTER OE STATE 
ROWLANDS AND BRITISH EMBASSY OEFICIALS RELEVANT INEOR- 
MATION YOUR REFTEL, PARTICULARLY LAUGERUD'S REQUEST THAT 
BRITISH WITHDRAW REINFORCEMENTS AND HIS EMPHASIS THAT 
IN ABSENCE OF SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION WITHIN NEXT 48 TO 
72 HOURS HE WILL BE UNDER STRONG PRESSURE TO MOVE TWO 
BATTALIONS TO THE BORDER AREA. 
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2. TONE OF PRESIDENT LAUDERUD'S CONCERN WAS RELAYED AS 
WELL AS HIS STATEMENT THAT HIS RESTRAINT IN NOT MOVING 
TROOPS WAS DUE TO OUR REQUEST RATHER THAN ANY IMTIMIDATION 
BY BRITAIN. TODMAN EMPHASIZED TO ROWLANDS THAT ANYTHING 
BRITISH CAN DO TO DECREASE TENSIONS AND CHANCE OF 
INADVERTANT CONELICT ALONG LINE SUGGESTED BY LAUGERUD 
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AS WELL AS ALONG OTHER LINES WOULD BE HELPFUL. ROWLANDS 
WAS NOT REPEAT NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT ANY REDUCTION LIKELY 
IN THE VERY SHORT TIME FRAME MENTIONED BY LAUGERUD, 

BUT GAVE HIS PROMISE THAT BRITISH FORCES WOULD BE 
INSTRUCTED TO AVOID ANY POSSIBILITY OF INCURSION INTO 
GUATEMALA OR ANY PROVOCATIVE ACTION. HE HOPED THAT 
THE SITUATION WOULD ALLOW FOR AN EARLY REDUCTION OF 
FORCES ON BOTH SIDES. 

3. BEGIN FYI: WE DO NOT BELIEVE BRITISH WOULD NOW BE 
UNDULY CONCERNED BY MODEST AND CONTROLLED MOVEMENT OF 
GUATEMALAN TROOPS PROVIDED THIS MOVEMENT NOT ACCOMPANIED 
BY THREATS TO ATTACK AND PROVIDED GREAT CARE TAKEN TO 
PREVENT BORDER INCIDENTS. ROWLANDS SAID REINFORCEMENTS 
WILL NOT REPEAT NOT BE PULLED OUT OF BELIZE PRIOR TO 

HIS ARRIVAL IN GUATEMALA WEEK TO 10 DAYS HENCE TO TALK 
WITH LAUGERUD, AND THAT HE WILL HAVE TO WORK HARD TO 
GET HIS GOVERNMENT TO AGREE TO ANNOUNCE BEGINNING OF 
PULL OUT OF REINFORCEMENTS DURING HIS VISIT OR SHORTLY 
AFTER HIS DEPARTURE. 

4. ROWLANDS IMPLIED BRITISH ASSUME THAT GUATEMALANS 
WILL REINFORCE TROOPS. BRITISH WILL NOT TAKE THIS 

ALONE AS SERIOUS OR THREATENING MOVE. BRITISH COMMANDER 
WILL B; INSTRUCTED NOT TO REACT HASTILY TO REINFORCE- 
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MENT OR ,OSSIBLE LOCALIZED ACTIONS BY GUATEMALANS. 

ROWLANDS ADMITTED (CONTRARY TO EARLIER INFORMATION 
BRITISH EMBASSY GAVE US AND WE PASSED ON TO YOU) THAT 
ONE BRITISH HELICOPTER DID STRAY ACROSS BORDER. 

END FYI. VANCE 
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